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CWC’s first ever rescue of a marine reptile
By Marine Program Manager Jeff Hall

Green Sea Turtles Invade

Inside:Show your support for California Wildlife Center on #GivingTuesday and learn all about squirrels in our Baby Care Unit.
www.cawildlife.org
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(Above) A sea turtle rescued from rocks after 
being caught on a fisherman’s pole.  (Below) 
At the Aquarium of the Pacific the turtle was 
X-rayed and more hooks were discovered.

Sea turtles are usually something you’d see if you were snorkeling in 
Hawaii, or maybe during a leisurely catamaran ride off the coast of 
southern Mexico.  While there are populations of sea turtles off the 
coast of California, you’d have to look pretty hard to actually come 
across one.  Or you could just look at the end of a fishing pole in Malibu.

A hook can be seen extending from the mouth of this rescued green sea turtle.  It was 
caught on a fisherman’s pole, most likely after eating the bait on the hook, and reeled into 
shore.  After the animal was rescued by the Marine Department the hook was removed 
by staff at the Aquarium of the Pacific.

Staff and volunteers from the Aquarium of the Pacific were on hand to release two green 
sea turtles rescued by California Wildlife Center’s Marine Department.  After short stays 
in rehabilitation at the aquarium, both turtles were returned to the wild after being given 
a clean bill of health.

Two green sea turtles were 
rescued by CWC’s Marine 
Department this summer; both 
were hooked on the end of a 
fisherman’s pole.  The first was 
rescued from Topanga Beach and 
the second was rescued from 
MalibuMalibu Pier.  In both cases, the 
fishermen were more than a little 
shocked when they hauled in 
something unexpected.  Both fish-
ermen did the right thing and 
called CWC’s Emergency Hotline.  
Marine Program staff and volun
teers headed out and rescued the 
hooked marine animals.  Both 
were transferred to the Aquarium 
of the Pacific in Long Beach for 
rehabilitation.  Once admitted, the 
Aquarium staff took X-rays and 
discovered that the turtle rescued 
ffrom Topanga Beach not only had 

a hook lodged in its mouth, it had also swallowed three more that were 
in its intestines.  Those hooks complicated the rehab process, but they 
actually passed on their own and did not require surgery.

DuringDuring the rehabilitation process, the turtles were given a PIT tag, similar 
to what you would give to your pet dog or cat.  These tags contain unique 
identifying information about the turtles so that, in the future, if they are 
ever rescued or captured again, a more complete life history can be 
understood.  After the sea turtles spent some time in the Aquarium of 
the Pacific’s rehabilitation pool, they were brought out to sea and 
released, hopefully without a hunger to eat fish off of fishermen’s lines!
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Coyotes Released Wild Brunch Recap
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A Squirrel for All Seasons
Spring and fall are busiest times for baby squirrels

Staff attends national conference for marine mammals
StrandCon 2016
By Marine Program Manager Jeff Hall
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Coyotes peer out of their transport crate 
while on their way to their release location.

Join people across America on Giving Tuesday 
by donating at www.cawildlife.org.

Eastern fox quirrels are one of the most common species of animals admitted to California 
Wildlife Center.  CWC’s Baby Care Unit also cares for large numbers of orphaned song-
birds, opossums, hummingbirds and crows.

At each Wild Brunch event one of the highlights of the day is the release of an animal reha-
bilitated by California Wildlife Center.  This year, guests had the opportunity to witness the 
release three northern mockingbirds and a red-tailed hawk.  The hawk was released by a 
lucky winner during the live-auction portion of the event.

This year, California Wildlife Center took in seven orphaned coyote 
pups, which came to us from various locations in Topanga, Los Angeles 
and Hollywood, at only a few months old. After treating them for GI 
parasites, giving them their vaccinations, and providing them with nutri-
tion and supportive care, they spent several months rehabilitating in our 
outdoor coyote enclosure with minimal human contact. Our goal is for 
them to form a pack so that when they are released, they will be able to 
find and defind and defend a territory together.

In the wild, coyotes are born into a pack led by a monogamous male-
female pair. Some youngsters will stay with their own packs while others 
will leave, either to live on their own or in pairs, or to join another pack. 
Coyotes defend their territories together but rarely hunt together 
unless they need to bring down large prey. The size of their territory is 
dependent on the size of the pack and the food sources available. 
Coyotes often use natural and man-made structures as territory bound
aries, which is why you may see lone coyotes walking along roadsides- 
they are keeping to the edge of a pack’s territory.

When releasing our coyotes, we try to find a location that has the natural 
resources they’ll need to survive, including free space, prey, and a water 

source.  Without much human 
interaction over the past several 
months, these animals had grown 
very skittish of our presence, 
therefore, catching them up for 
transportation to their release 
location was a difficult task.

PPeering in through the small 
opening of one enclosure, I could 
see only a jumble of ears, paws 
and noses protruding from a 
dense furred pile, each coyote 
looking away from me as if 
thinking, “if I can’t see you, you 
cancan’t see me.” With my Kevlar 
gloves on and a towel under my 
arm, I squatted down and began 
to crawl in, slowly and quietly, one 

small step at a time. I knew that if I could cover their faces, they would 
calm and I would be able to work with them more easily.  While one 
coyote leaped repeatedly at a corner of the enclosure, another squeezed 
past me through the small enclosure door.  I managed to cover two of 
the remaining coyotes with towels, keeping them quieted while Dr. Tom 
gathered the one that managed to sneak through, and then I wrestled 
with the coyote leaping at the enclosure corner.  Once all were covered 
andand stilled, moving them the several feet from the enclosure into their 
kennels was a whole other task. It seemed simple enough but coyotes 
have an unparalleled ability to enhance normal gravitational forces, 
pressing themselves so hard into the ground that one would think they 
weighed ten times what they do.  It took all of my strength to move a 
26-pound coyote one foot forward at a time toward and then into the 
kennel.  One by one, with a great deal of coordination, composure and 
efeffort, we were eventually able to get all seven coyotes into their kennels, 
injury-free.  We drove the short distance to our release site, walked the 
kennels down the trail a ways, then opened the doors and watched them 
run off up and over the hill and out of sight.

CWC is permitted by NOAA Fisheries to perform all the exciting activi-
ties that come with marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation.  As a 
member of the West Coast Region Stranding Network, CWC staff also 
attends regional and national conferences to collaborate with other 
organizations from across the US, learning tips and tricks, improving 
knowledge of protocols, and gaining insight into new and emerging 
problems affecting marine mammals.  

For all the hours I have sat in conferences, listening to lectures, and 
watching PowerPoint presentations, one of the main problems that 
seems to be at the top of many scientist’s lists is marine debris.  Marine 
debris is just like litter you see on the side of the freeway, but in our 
oceans.  Most of the ocean’s marine debris comes from land-based 
sources like freeways.  Trash thrown out of cars or that flies out of the 
back of trucks is washed straight out to the ocean through storm drain 
systemssystems.  Marine debris has always been a personal issue for me because 
one of the first marine mammals I ever rescued as a volunteer at CWC 
was a Guadalupe fur seal entangled in a balloon ribbon.  Luckily, that fur 
seal was rescued and received the care it needed, but many animals are 
not so lucky.  Many marine animals ingest trash in the ocean and that can 
lead to a number of problems, including death due to starvation.  The 
outlook is not all doom and gloom!  The main fact I took away from the 
NationalNational Stranding Network Conference is that there was a conference 
hall filled with over 200 of the smartest and most dedicated people, all 
working together to create a healthier environment for marine 
mammals.  In doing so, we are creating a better world for ourselves.

Support the emergency response, transport, rehabilitative care, and 
release of over 4,300 sick, injured, and orphaned animals each year by 
making a tax deductible donation to California Wildlife Center.  A gift of 
any amount, renewable yearly, enrolls you as a member of CWC.  Visit 
www.cawildlife.org or mail in the enclosed envelope to donate today!

ShShow your commitment to native California wildlife by becoming a 
monthly Sustaining Supporter.  You only need to sign up once and forget 
about it, while making an unforgettable impact for the thousands of 
native wild animals that CWC cares for every year!

Support California Wildlife Center on #GivingTuesday November 29 is 
#GivingTuesday!  Held annually on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, it 
kicks-off the holiday giving season 
and inspires people to collaborate 
in improving their local communi-
ties and to give back in impactful 
ways to the charities and causes 
they support, like California 
Wildlife Center.  

Donate at www.cawildlife.org on 
November 29, and then share 
your story!  

By Executive Director Jennifer Brent
By Staff Veterinarian Dr. Lorraine Barbosa

By Development Coordinator Heather Patrice Brown

By Development Coordinator Heather Patrice Brown
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Last year, California Wildlife Center received 486 Eastern Fox Squirrels 
and so far this year, we have received 414.  They are the species that we 
see the most at CWC (second most common is the Mallard).
 
WWhy so many?  Some have had negative contacts with people—shot by 
a BB gun, struck by a vehicle or caught by a pet.  However the vast 
majority we receive are babies (called kittens) and have fallen from trees 
or have otherwise been separated from their mothers.  This may occur 
if a tree is trimmed during squirrel nesting season (February-April and 
August-October) or if the baby falls from a nest and it’s too dangerous 
for the mother to go down and retrieve him.
  
When baby squirrels are found on the ground, they should be observed 
from afar (as long as they are not in direct danger) to make sure that the 
mother picks him up.  If, after 3 hours, there are no signs of a mother 
coming, the squirrel can be picked up and put into a dark, quiet box with 
a small towel or blanket for warmth and brought to CWC.
 
BaBaby squirrels are fed a warmed species-appropriate formula that 
mimics mother’s milk.  When very young, they are fed four times a day.   
Once they are old enough to be fed just three times a day, they are put 
together into social groups of four to seven squirrels who will act as sur-
rogate siblings and eventually be released together.  A diet of nuts, berries 
and vegetables are introduced and over time this combination com-
pletely replaces the milk formula.  As with all rodents, squirrel’s front 

teeth grow continually so at CWC they are given appropriate material 
such as pine cones and branches to keep them healthy.
 
EEventually the squirrels are self-feeding and are transferred from CWC’s 
Baby Care Unit to outdoor enclosures.  These allow them to move more 
freely and decreases any habituation that they squirrels developed while 
constantly being around people in the Baby Care Unit.  After about a 
month in the outdoor enclosures, they are released in their same social 
unit back into the wilderness.  The average length of stay for a baby 
squirrel is three months at CWC.

Show Your Support

On Sunday, September 25th, 2016, California Wildlife Center (CWC) 
welcomed hundreds of guests to the 18th Annual “The Wild Brunch, 
Wild and Wonderful!”  The event was held at the beautiful Gull’s Way 
Estate in Malibu overlooking the Pacific Ocean from 1pm to 5pm.

GourmetGourmet vegetarian cuisine, wine, and beverages was offered from more 
than twenty local vendors.  Guests were able to bid on over 200 
hundred silent auction packages from art, to beauty products, to adven-
tures for the whole family.  Psychic and energy healers were also on 
hand to provide free sessions.  Artist Matthew Laurence Knott created 
live art with a beautiful dolphin sculpture at the event, courtesy of Funny 
Zoo.

Younger guests had their faces painted, decorated flower pots to take 
home, helped paint a large bear statue in the Kids’ Zone and were able 
to witness three mockingbirds rehabilitated by California Wildlife 
Center, released to the wild.

The Live Auction included exciting packages to Europe, the Sea of 
Cortez, and Bali along with the opportunity to release a red-tailed hawk 
to the wild at the event!

CaliCalifornia Wildlife Center was able to exceed its goal of raising 
$250,000 to support its native wildlife rescue and rehabilitation 
programs.  CWC Board Member, Victoria Harris, and volunteer, Julie 
Gluck co-chaired this year’s event.  Conspicuous at the event was also 
an army of teal-shirted volunteers from the National Charity League, 
mothers and daughters who help with the event every year.

VictoriaVictoria Harris brought the California Wildlife Center staff members 
present on stage to recognize the work they do.  Executive Director, 
Jennifer Brent, thanked attendees and spoke of the importance of pro-
tecting native wildlife.
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Bumper Crop for Baby Care Unit
By Hospital Manager Denys Hemen

Orphaned birds like this young American robin are placed in CWC’s Baby Care 
Unit while they receive the treatment and diet necessary for them to grow.
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It was another great year inside of our baby bird nursery at California Wildlife Center. We are 
the only wildlife rehabilitation center in Los Angeles County that takes in baby songbirds, baby 
crows, and, baby ravens. Due to this fact we have to dedicate lots of space to their care. We 
added 128 square feet of indoor space to our existing 14 enclosures that are dedicated to baby 
songbirds, crows, and ravens. It took our team a lot of blood, sweat, and tears to accomplish but 
it was well worth it.  

WWe were able to release hundreds of birds back into the wild. There was a wide array of birds 
that traveled through our doors this summer.   The most common species were: northern 
mockingbirds, black phoebes, house wrens, western scrub jays, western kingbirds, cliff swallows, 
mourning doves, dark -eyed juncos, American robins, house finches, bushtits, acorn woodpeck-
ers, California towhees, American crows, lesser goldfinches, and common ravens.

At the height of the season we were ordering 60,000 mealworms, 1000 waxworms, and 2000 
crickets per week to feed the songbirds and 50 pounds of dog food, protein, eggs, and produce 
per week for the crows and ravens! Our dedicated team of staff, interns, and volunteers worked 

13-hour days to feed all 
of the open and hungry 
mouths.

BaBaby bird season has just 
ended at CWC. We put 
our last group of 
northern mockingbird 
babies out in the aviaries 
last week. It was a tough 
summer! But before we 
couldcould even take a breath 
48 baby squirrels moved 
into the nursery! 
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