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Northern elephant seal receives care
By Marine Program Manager Jeff Hall

Seal Survives Shark Strike

Check out the new CWC website at www.cawildlife.org and sign up to receive 
the Wild Times newsletter in your inbox as soon as it comes out!

www.cawildlife.org

Times

This Northern elephant seal was rescued by 
CWC’s Marine Department at La Costa 
Beach in Malibu with severe injuries to his 
chin and right side.

Cookiecutter sharks sound like they’d be something really cute.  I draw 
images in my head of a rotund little shark, slowly marauding through the 
ocean with googly eyes, looking for cookie prey.  The reality is something 
not as lovable.  Cookiecutter sharks have round mouths ringed with 
teeth.  They will prey upon nearly any animal in the sea by latching onto 

After nearly two months of rehabilitation, this Northern elephant seal is ready for 
release!  The injury to the chin caused by a cookiecutter shark has caused permanent 
scarring to the animal’s chin, but healing progressed well and he should have no lingering 
effects from the injury.

skin of the animal and spinning, 
using their sharp teeth to remove 
a round piece of flesh.  The wound 
looks like it was made by a cookie 
cutter, hence the shark’s uniquely 
cute-sounding name.  

InIn April of this year, CWC’s 
Marine Department rescued an 
underweight Northern elephant 
seal pup from La Costa Beach in 
Malibu that was suffering from 
two cookiecutter shark wounds.  
One was on the animal’s right 
sideside; the other was under his chin.  

Both were significant, but the chin wound posed the greatest danger as 
jaw bone was exposed.

MarineMarine Department staff and veterinarians worked daily to ensure the 
wound was kept clean, not an easy task for an animal that lies on his belly.  
With constant cleaning (such as extra scrubbing of the enclosure flooring 
and letting the seal rest his head on clean towels), a course of antibiotics, 
numerous surgeries to debride the wound, and a few hundred pounds of 
fish, this Northern elephant seal was prepared to be returned to the 
wild!  On June 8, a team of CWC staff and volunteers helped carry his 
154154 pounds of blubber to the beach for release at Leo Carillo State 
Beach in Malibu!  Returning animals to the wild is always the most 
rewarding part of working and volunteering at CWC.

Saving an animal with cookiecutter shark wounds is just one of many 
examples of the hundreds of animals CWC’s Marine Department 
responds to each year.  To put it in perspective, in 2015, CWC responded 
to 568 reports of marine mammals stranded on the beach and rescued a 
total of 325 animals.  Of the 325 animals rescued, 138 were brought to 
CWC for rehabilitative care.  If a rescued animal is not taken to CWC’s 
marine mammal rehabilitation facility it is brought to other regional  
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facilities such as the Marine Mammal Care Center at Fort MacArthur 
in San Pedro.

LuckiLuckily for marine mammals in the area, 2016 has been a somewhat 
slower season, but the Marine Department has still been responding to 
high numbers of stranded marine mammals.  In the first six months of 
2016, CWC has responded to 331 reports of stranded marine 
mammals and rescued 208 of those animals.  Of the 208 rescued 
animals, 52 were brought to CWC for rehabilitative care.  Typically, 
CWC’s Marine Department sees an increase in rescues during the 
summersummer months because of increased human activity at the beaches.  
There is also an increase in rescues of California sea lion pups which 
are born between May and July.  If something happens to a pup’s 
mother, or if the animal is weaned too early, they will need an organiza-
tion like California Wildlife Center to help them along.

Whether it is caring for a California sea lion that was entangled in fish 
netting or rehabilitating a Northern elephant seal with textbook  
cookiecutter shark wounds, CWC’s Marine Dept. staff and volunteers 
are doing our part to return sick and injured wildlife back to nature!

Wild
Dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation and release of Southern California’s sick, injured and orphaned wildlife
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What Are You Looking At?
The many different faces of wildlife rehabilitation

YTD Numbers

Fur Seals of Isla Guadalupe
By Staff Veterinarian Dr. Lorraine Barbosa
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(Top) A Northern mockingbird gives a glare 
to CWC rehabilitators while a California 
towhee (above) awaits its next feeding.

Guadalupe fur seals are on the Endangered 
Species Act list and considered threatened.

Mallard ducklings are one of the most 
common species of animal CWC rehabili-
tates each year.

I have really been enjoying the opportunity to get to know everyone 
and rediscover the city as the new Volunteer and Outreach Manager.  I 
have worked professionally in the animal field for over 20 years out of 

This March, I had the amazing privilege of traveling to Isla Guadalupe, a 
small island off the coast of Baja Mexico, and the primary place in the 
world where the ESA-listed Guadalupe fur seal breeds. I traveled with a 
team of scientists from the Centro Interdisciplinario de Ciencias Marinas 
(CICIMAR-IPN), Sonoma State University, and The Marine Mammal 
Center, whose research topics included general health assessments, sat-
ellite tagging, investigation of environmental and handling stressors, and 

my project- determining anes-
thesia parameters.

We traveled first by car to 
Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico, 
then by 22hr boat ride to the 
small volcanic island located 
250mi into the vast desolation of 
the Pacific Ocean. Each morning 
we made a short trek to the fur 
sealseal rookery, a long rocky out-
cropping where waves whipped 
against the shores and tides 

ruled our daily routine. There, we were surrounded by the wailing cries 
of adult females arriving to the rookery from foraging trips, calling back 
and forth to their bleating pups until they reunited. The young pups 
whose mothers were away played and jughandled carefree in the tide-
pools, while the older pups, who for the most part were plump and 
healthy, sunned themselves on the rocks before heading off into the 
ocean on their own adventures. 

We rotated between catching pups and adult females, overall anesthetiz-
ing 15 seals during our stay. Catching the pups was relatively simple: sneak 
up and grab them with a net while they slept. Catching the adult females 
took a bit more finesse. They were much more alert and skittish. One had 
to spend time sneaking up on them, taking small crouched steps forward 
each time they closed their eyes for just a moment, and pretending to be 
disinterested in them each time they opened their eyes to reassess our 
pproximity. Once close enough, one had to quickly net the 55kg of unruly 
muscle and retain her until the others arrived to help. A face mask was 
then applied, and Isoflurane gas anesthesia was delivered until the seal 
slipped into unconsciousness. Once asleep, each researcher set out col-
lecting samples for their various research projects. Meanwhile, I moni-
tored heart rate, respiratory rate, and other vital parameters, ensuring 
the animal was maintained at a proper level of anesthesia. In the evenings 
we would assemble in our makeshift living room laboratory, all working 
together to process the day’s samples, until the electricity would go out 
at 10pm. 

The anesthesias progressed smoothly and quickly, and before we knew it, 
so had our time on the island. As we departed on our final day, the 
rookery again becoming engulfed by the sounds of the thrashing waves 
and the howling cries of the fur seals, I knew how lucky I was to have had 
such an incredible experience, and that I would do it all over again in a 
heartbeat.

I have always hoped to work for an animal welfare organization, and I 
could not be happier to be working at CWC.  Throughout my life, I’ve 
been rescuing as many cats, dogs, birds, and rabbits as my circumstances 

By Hospital Manager Denys HemenBy Volunteer Manager Trish Jackman

“The volunteers at 
CWC demonstrate the 
true meaning of com-
passion and dedication”

“I have never before 
witnessed so many kind 
and generous souls con-
verged in one place”

would allow.  After being invited 
along on a tour of CWC a few 
months ago, I was extremely 
moved by what I witnessed.  It 
was so wonderful to see all the 
birds, squirrels, opossums, ducks, 
and more being treated with the 
cacare and attention that is gener-
ally only afforded to domestic 
animals.  

Most of my previous experience has been in administrative roles on tele-
vision productions.  When I learned of the opening for an administrative 
assistant, I knew I had to apply.  I was so happy to get the call that I would 
have the opportunity to work at this wonderful place!  I have never so 
looked forward to the first day of a job. 

The best I can describe my experience of the first few weeks of this job 
is that I have never before witnessed so many kind and generous souls 
converged in one place.  It is truly a privilege to join this amazing group 
of people, and to have a role in giving wildlife a second chance.

the area and moved back to help 
family.  Prior to my move back 
home, I held the position of 
Director of Wildlife Rehabilitation 
for a center in San Diego where I 
oversaw the overall operation as 
well as a large cadre of home care 
andand care center volunteers who 
along with a small staff cared for 
approximately 10,000 wildlife 

patients each year. Prior to my time at the San Diego wildlife center, I 
worked as a senior keeper for the San Diego Zoo, as a wildlife trainer for 
the Living Desert and as the Assistant Curator for Wildlife Safari in 
Oregon where I gained a raptor background as a back-up technician for 
their raptor rehab program.   In addition to my wildlife work, I was part 
of a Hurricane Katrina task force with San Diego Humane to help 
oversee operations at a rescue site in Louisiana, have presented at 
wildliwildlife conferences, published a case study on an emerging disease in 
Cliff Swallows, and represented organizations as their media spokesper-
son including a recent documentary on wildlife rehab for KPBS.   
Throughout my career, one of the most consistent personal rewards has 
been the opportunity to work side by side with volunteers.  The volun-
teers at CWC demonstrate the true meaning of compassion and dedica-
tion every day and I feel fortunate to be able to witness it and be a small 
part of it.

Administrative and Database Assistant

By Executive Director Jennifer Brent

By Development Coordinator Heather Patrice Brown

By Administrative and Database Assistant Anna Noble

Volunteer Manager
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Spring came with a bang this year as our nursery exploded with baby 
birds. California Wildlife Center is the only wildlife rehabilitation center 
in Los Angeles County that takes in native baby songbirds. We get in 

hundreds of individuals of many 
different species….all of which 
look grumpy. No matter what we 
do we cannot erase the look of 
disgust from these birds faces. We 
hand feed mealworms, 
waxworms, and crickets for 12 
hourshours a day. Everyone gets a 
special vitamin supplement daily 
to help them grow stronger. We 
add natural leafy branches to the 
insides of their enclosures. We 
weigh them all every other day to 
make sure each bird is properly 
gaininggaining weight. Still all we get are 
grumpy faces! It doesn’t bother us 
though. We just shrug it off 
because in the end we are all here 
for one thing…. to see the angry 
looking little birds grow into 
beautiful happy juveniles and take 
off into the sky to be foff into the sky to be free again. 

From the first days of spring 
through to the beginning of fall, 
we see the vast majority of our 
animals during the warmest 
months.  To help handle this 

influx of animals, we bring in seasonal staff, interns, externs and extra vol-
unteers to assist the year-round staff of eleven to help intake, assess, 
treat, feed, clean and care for these animals. We have people on hand to 
receive animals from 8am to 4:30pm every day of the week, including 
holidays and weekends. 

It’s been business as usual at CWC this season, with injured and baby 
animals arriving daily.  So far, we are receiving approximately the same 
number of animals this year as last—2,274 as of this writing. In 2015 we 
took in approximately 4300 animals in total and are trending to do the 
same this year.
 
WhileWhile we have a huge diversity of species that we accept and care for, 
there are a few species that make up the majority of our animals:  squir-
rels, opossums, crows and ravens and ducklings. 
From January 1st to June 25th we received:

234  Fox Squirrels
143  Virginia Opossums
283  Mallards
199  American Crows and  
  Common Ravens

Join California Wildlife Center for something Wild and Wonderful! The 
18th annual Wild Brunch will be held on September 25, 2016 at Gull’s 
Way, Malibu.

ShShow your support for California Wildlife Center and its Wild and Won-
derful animal patients.  Each year, CWC cares for over 4,300 wild 
animals native to California from Los Angeles and Southern Ventura 
Counties.  When you purchase a ticket to The Wild Brunch, you are 
helping ensure the continuation of CWC’s state-of-the-art medical care 
and rescue services, as well as rehabilitation and release to the wild for 
these animals.

This year's event will include “Tastes of the Wild” vegetarian cuisine 
from top-rated chefs and restaurateurs; Wine-tasting courtesy of Malibu 
and Napa Valley vintners; Live and Silent Auctions; Festive libations; 
Complimentary Psychic and Healing Sessions; Live music; Children’s fun 
area and buffet; Wildlife Release.

To purchase your ticket to The Wild Brunch or to learn more about the 
event, visit www.cawildlife.org.

Squirrels, opossums, sea lions, and Mallards are all common patients at 
CWC.  Not very often is there a patient of the reptile variety.  This Cali-
fornia striped racer was brought to CWC with puncture wounds from 
a dog or cat.  Luckily it is well on its way to recovery.
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New Aviary Filled with Unkindnesses and Murders
By Development Coordinator Heather Patrice Brown

Ravens and crows enjoy the new enclosure donated to CWC by the Wendy McCaw Foundation.
Photo by Heather Patrice Brown
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“Squawk!” “Caw-caw!” The new exterior aviary, sponsored by the Wendy McCaw Foundation, is 
anything but a quiet, peaceful place.  This 8’ x 16’ enclosure currently houses both a murder of 
American crows and an unkindness of common ravens that arrived as orphaned babies.  A group of 
crows is called a murder and a group of ravens is called an unkindness.  The aviary provides multiple 
perches in both sun and shade. This aviary provides a little room for the rowdy birds to stretch their 
wings and perch in the sun or the shade while being hand fed. Once they eat on their own, they 
graduate to the large 25' x 25' x 12' aviary!

RRavens and crows belong to a family of birds called Corvidae.  Members of the family, which also 
include jays and magpies, are often considered some of the smartest birds in the world.  California 
Wildlife Center staff and volunteers often give the ravens and crows toys or hide their food in 
puzzles as enrichment and to teach them valuable skills they will need in the wild.
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